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SUBJECT: BULGARIA'S IMPORTANCE IN THE BALKANS ALA ZHIVKOV 

1. FRENCH AMBASSADOR REPORTED TO ME JUNE 16 FOLLOWING 
VIGNETTE FROM THE VISIT HERE OF FRENCH MINISTER OF FOREIGN 
TRADE SEGARD WHEN LATTER WAS RECEIVED BY CHAIRMAN 
ZHIVKOV. 

2. ZHIVKOV GAVE THE USUAL PEP TALK ABOUT BULGARIA'S RAPID 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND POLITICAL IMPORTANCE, AND THEN 
SAID: "SOME COUNTRY'S REPRESENTATIVES VISIT BUCHAREST AND 
BELGRADE AND FLY OVER BULGARIA, BUT THEY CANNOT DEAL WITH 
BALKAN PROBLEMS WITHOUT DEALING WITH BULGARIA WHICH IS AT 
THE HEART OF THE PENINSULA, NO BALKAN PROBLEM CAN BE SOLVED 
WITHOUT US". HE SAID HE HAD TALKED ALONG THESE LINES TO 
DAVID ROCKEFELLER AND HAD ASKED HIM TO PASS THE WORD TO 
WASHINGTON. 

3. ZHIVKOV ALSO REMARKED 
TO SEGARD THAT BULGARIA IS 

FRIENDLY WITH THE SOVIET UNION AND "NOBODY COULD GO AGAINST 
THE SOVIETS. IF I PROPOSED AN ANTI-SOVIET POLICY, 

I WOULD BE OVERTHROWN". HE DIDN'T SAY BY WHOM. 
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